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The Bulldozer Is the Latest
Symbol of Toxic Masculinity to
Create Havoc in the Populace
Unless the courts step in or the weak build up their own defence, the

bulldozer will continue to go on the rampage.

Illustration: The Wire.
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G O V E R NM E N T R I G H T S

13/MAY/2022

The bulldozer style of saffron politics has provoked quite a
few articles from different angles, but we may like to look at
the juggernaut vehicle as the latest expression of toxic
masculinity – something which was quite evident in its
predecessors, the horse, the motorcycle and the speedster car. 

So, let’s begin with the horse. From amidst the wealth of
literature on the relationship between man and the horse, we
zoom directly into Adrienne C. Frie’s report in the Oxford
Journal of Archaeoolgy in October 2017, on an archaeological
examination of burial ground culture at a site in Slovenia.

Entitled Horses and the Embodiment of Elite Masculinity in
the Dolenjska Hallstatt Culture, the author declares quite
unambiguously, that “horses have long been noted as an
aspect of elite male status…as part of the elite warrior
package that developed as a transcultural phenomenon in the
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Bronze Age, and that continued to be an important expression
of elite masculinity in the Early Iron Age…These elite
warriors likely represent a hegemonic masculinity – that…was
a complex presentation of self that drew on politics of gender,
power, status, and the potential for violence.” 

American academic Monica Mattfield who has worked on
how horsemanship was utterly masculine between the 17th
and the 18th centuries in England, brings in a new element.

This is the political and “in this understanding the man
represented the ruling monarchy (the father), and the horse,
the nation (the rest of his household)”. She explains that to
“many men, horses were indivisible from their masculinity,
their ability to govern successfully.”

The similarities with today’s bulldozer are now clearer. By the
second millennium BCE, horses were harnessed to chariots,
and archers mounted on them spread terror among peasants
and foot-soldiers all over the Eurasian heartland. Arthur
Cotterell in his book Chariot: The Astounding Rise and Fall
of the World’s First War Machine called them the “world’s
first war machine” and his descriptions of the havoc they
wreaked among the helpless populace are chillingly familiar
with the depredations let loose by bulldozers in Modi’s raj.
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Félix Resurrección Hidalgo’s painting of a man riding a horse-drawn
chariot. Photo: Public domain

Let us move on to the motor car and the motorcycle that
replaced the horse.

In his On Men and Cars: An Ethnographic Study of Gendered,
Risky and Dangerous Relations, Dag Balkmar touches upon
several psychological issues inexorably linked to men (and
some women as well) in Sweden and how cars are actually
“extended selves”, intended to be “provocative” and the
reason why “driving is daring”.

Hollywood has scores of films on risk driving, like Mad Max,
Fury, Baby Driver, The Driver and so on – inspiring or
corrupting several generations of young men (and women)
into foolhardy and life-risking antics with engines revving up
and roaring. The macho stamp is simply unmistakable and
with it comes gendered domination and a pseudo-sadistic kick
from hegemony over the rest of humanity, who, to these
daredevils is just “chicken”.

ADVERTISEMENT

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsteWUTIg7QPVxgylt_ZBXqnhsX0IYPGPBNtIivfG1ye2qyBqHOCgAM_ELU98TsA2AVts-eLbkwQ2oGeNm9TgquRKfuRU2EbDhMyFwRnPoqVq-YCfC2PtqlLi6UchmO3ZhIQFUtNh8NrfW2X32upIacmK8WVEbzQC8itPRtpZ5-bSImOV12QCKJhedxtZ66F_ugP15sTTVD-PSnq4KEOlnDYDebATBeSLkea7cogjXP4boA18IztHRjKo0QMJhXX00HdgPQDYo42GSxDmZ3X3-mxmhN4O-b6vbU3jmxhNbF0Yw0lTnufFidx_1e_GzyO0jhgFXZXG72aaC4Q7UnoN4851qO6TCletuM9kxcqy5ldDmEvWXG4dwsPb3DkuvVpojUxWJEbqvoYVH1-nhvdRvn4fY3Bga8nGTc49qWAV9XPx-JUpiVLGInSQd8h_0WfpnbLJM2brCRpLnF8VcVutIMFJHG9UAKQ2enWnKJXvXhNmcVbKDlLeZBbsL3F96s0pngIoJwDo4DeL2NTmMA_N9u7fTRIS7WGi4fKt0Qy29bX6eopStUNaSi0G4wUdHEer-2rfq4K-2yia-WPiy02BPqvPriwaKt1WdL7gKlRwNQJ0SJnQ9hy5sFYhg6o0kDODVQTrXFU870b9p0PPvfgdk_DDdbpEnIYZRynzpZ-LfTtcQebKBinQ_Z29Nipjn4_rYYylxTClMQZz02YyLmITQybAd84EvQvDd1hyrRFlqj3SO1yC_1CLs0diAUpLM44QGLaBPoE-YYMeMuXUes-UI1CdkGEv3zraeAxHVbiV2ltdwilmQeRgIC3Rl-VIdA7v_yI9hF5vG4vmzVOVseBPn9OgcIfqUMQ3eJkOGdfEl6vE_3pZJx_cL-2zrELxQyNpoAaQK8tt1x6hUx2YStF9A20rZsFZwl7WyUCwBFZtwrxJ0-BM-SsriV8jopC4tA-t1SffOfgr38AJJfUO5DpwUBQxhCvca--nVD3-lNeyC7kXEPY3uMc7qoNasKKLV2QvGiv-v40A0AVh3mKZoRC7reET78j0W6unE5weuWr4y5CaT2xzkmTSuC_IvEitJnzS8YQDpEoEmUcxTpI37Fq6976mLJnw683WR4uG0yaSeVa3lmoLfPb6Ns1l-ZgQs3_A7lAukkxUuW-PCEh7arwqxN4CrHWhF20G3xNhA&sai=AMfl-YTw9Md0RxDPT_HWyl-Kygb7CdrulwuTqCf_1DA3iNvRowZq3jEPndZnaeKfwZK3oFZ1hPGAd7gVY9ccgbAIVUdDIslS2jLQ7dyTV5FzESIIdnhIsvAHtgXUaVwAjr88ETvjdXVURf14990ZXwQWD1nx7a1z76SzCxP2iCViVB1FXrPnPhIOnw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJgtjpgSaK1W&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://telepase.com.ar/%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2Y5JHaAeyoOWyMUUJ9k3p6P4mc-HaUQyKhA2ApBw1OhPQDbnUC9pfr--A


11/13/22, 6:24 PM The Bulldozer Is the Latest Symbol of Toxic Masculinity to Create Havoc in the Populace

https://thewire.in/rights/bulldozer-toxic-masculinity 5/13

Also read: India Is No Longer a Democracy but an
‘Electoral Autocracy’

To a section, the “feeling of oneness” with the motor car was
almost as thrilling as merging with the horse was previously.
The restless power of the powerful, almost-uncontrollable
beasts they had mastered conferred glory and demonstrated
the hegemony of the ultra-virile. A western analyst concluded:
“Hegemonic masculinity is intrinsically tied up with the
notion of competition, leading to fights over who’s stronger
and smarter – not necessarily on the bigger metaphorical
dick”.

Car culture did not create toxic masculinity. But it certainly
used its worst tropes to its advantage from its start — and not
just when it comes to car ads.
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A still from the ‘Fast and Furious’ film series.

Motorcycling is equally, if not more masculine to a large
section and is certainly closer to the horse. The exhilarating
union between motorcycle and rider is only formed in relation
to other bodies – non-motorcycles and non-riders – and exists
as a form of exclusionary discourse from the surrounding
world.

We need not even discuss the animal-like sense of
overpowering bystanders once a motorcycle is bursting with
fury and the essential point, its dominance, emanates from the
panic it creates. When the rider ploughs through crowds, he
demonstrates not only his total control over the ferocious
electro-mechanical horse, but he petrifies his audience,
deriving an unmatched thrill from it.
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To be fair, the motorbike is not just the preserve of men in the
west, but the percentage of female participation in nowhere
near that of men, who challenge death at every moment.

There are good works on how motorbikes represent different
visions of power, style and technology to the genders and one
is also reminded of Paulo Coelho’s encounter with women
riders in The Valkyries.

Photo: Ceyhun Jay Isik/Flickr (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Nevertheless, the hyper-male type derives a sadistic pleasure
in the sheer bullying power of the horse, the motorbike or the
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powerful automobile in cowing down others and
romanticising this power was/is part of the lore.

The bulldozer represents only the logical extension of this
psychological pursuit. It reeks of power, trampling and
occupation by the pretended machismo. Sanjay Gandhi put it
to devastating use during the Emergency as he razed to the
ground the hutments of the poor at Turkman Gate.

The next honour for ‘popularising’ its use for similar reasons
goes to Adityanath, who dispatched his bulldozer hordes to
subjugate the wretched but the defiant in countless places in
Uttar Pradesh. He realised the sheer terror and awe with which
the bulldozer was held by the dominated – many times more
than what a totally unimpressive pipsqueak in saffron could
ever command.

Also watch: In Last Phase of UP Elections, ‘Bulldozer
Baba’ Plays Politics Over Muslim Strongmen

His delirious sense of duty to cleanse his state of ‘the other’
was further heightened as the bulldozer pulverised the will
and stand of those he despised and its long ungainly arms
wrenched the dwellings of his targets.
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From Khargone in Madhya Pradesh to Jahangirpuri in Delhi,
the bulldozer is now the preferred weapon of the toxic
masculine and unless the courts halt the mayhem or the weak
devise their Vietcong defences, it will continue to go on the
rampage.

Locals carry their belongings during an anti-encroachment drive, in New
Delhi, Thursday, May 12, 2022. Photo: PTI

The machine bestow upon those who direct their operations
the wild powers of unstoppable juggernauts, as they imagine
themselves as the ultimate macho men. After all, the colossal
ultra-thick blade plates of bulldozers sweep clean what the
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hooves of the horse had struggled to clear and the wheels of
the motorised vehicles had stumbled upon but could barely
crush.

As Sakshi Maharaj, the terribly controversial BJP MP from
Uttar Pradesh has pronounced: “While Lord Ram and Krishna
had dhanush (bow) and sudarshan chakra (a spinning discus)
respectively, our baba (Adityanath) has a bulldozer.” So have
his other colleagues elsewhere, who tear apart the very
structures of plurality, democracy and dissent – with the
indulgence of the mastermind. 

Jawhar Sircar is a Trinamool Congress (TMC) MP.
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